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closure or reduction. Authority for
such closure or reduction shall be
deemed to have been granted by the
Commission, effective as of the 15th
day following the date of filing of such
request, unless, on or before the 15th
day, the Commission shall notify the
carrier to the contrary.

[45 FR 6585, Jan. 29, 1980]

§63.71 Procedures for discontinuance,
reduction or impairment of service
by domestic carriers.

Any domestic carrier that seeks to
discontinue, reduce or impair service
shall be subject to the following proce-
dures:

(@) The carrier shall notify all af-
fected customers of the planned dis-
continuance, reduction, or impairment
of service and shall notify and submit a
copy of its application to the public
utility commission and to the Gov-
ernor of the State in which the dis-
continuance, reduction, or impairment
of service is proposed, and also to the
Secretary of Defense, Attn. Special As-
sistant for Telecommunications, Pen-
tagon, Washington, DC 20301. Notice
shall be in writing to each affected cus-
tomer unless the Commission author-
izes in advance, for good cause shown,
another form of notice. Notice shall in-
clude the following:

(1) Name and address of carrier;

(2) Date of planned service dis-
continuance, reduction or impairment;

(3) Points of geographic areas of serv-
ice affected;

(4) Brief description of type of service
affected; and

(5) One of the following statements:

(i) If the carrier is non-dominant
with respect to the service being dis-
continued, reduced or impaired, the no-
tice shall state:

The FCC will normally authorize this pro-
posed discontinuance of service (or reduction
or impairment) unless it is shown that cus-
tomers would be unable to receive service or
a reasonable substitute from another carrier
or that the public convenience and necessity
is otherwise adversely affected. If you wish
to object, you should file your comments
within 15 days after receipt of this notifica-
tion. Address them to the Federal Commu-
nications Commission, Washington, DC 20554,
referencing the §63.71 Application of (car-
rier’s name). Comments should include spe-
cific information about the impact of this
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proposed discontinuance (or reduction or im-
pairment) upon you Or your company, in-
cluding any inability to acquire reasonable
substitute service.

(ii) If the carrier is dominant with re-
spect to the service being discontinued,
reduced or impaired, the notice shall
state:

The FCC will normally authorize this pro-
posed discontinuance of service (or reduction
or impairment) unless it is shown that cus-
tomers would be unable to receive service or
a reasonable substitute from another carrier
or that the public convenience and necessity
is otherwise adversely affected. If you wish
to object, you should file your comments
within 30 days after receipt of this notifica-
tion. Address them to the Federal Commu-
nications Commission, Washington, DC 20554,
referencing the §63.71 Application of (car-
rier’s name). Comments should include spe-
cific information about the impact of this
proposed discontinuance (or reduction or im-
pairment) upon you or your company, in-
cluding any inability to acquire reasonable
substitute service.

(b) The carrier shall file with this
Commission, on or after the date on
which notice has been given to all af-
fected customers, an application which
shall contain the following:

(1) Caption—‘‘Section 63.71 Applica-
tion”’;

(2) Information listed in §63.71(a) (1)
through (4) above,;

(3) Brief description of the dates and
methods of notice to all affected cus-
tomers;

(4) Whether the carrier is considered
dominant or non-dominant with re-
spect to the service to be discontinued,
reduced or impaired; and

(5) Any other information the Com-
mission may require.

(c) The application to discontinue,
reduce or impair service, if filed by a
domestic, non-dominant carrier, shall
be automatically granted on the 3lst
day after its filing with the Commis-
sion without any Commission notifica-
tion to the applicant unless the Com-
mission has notified the applicant that
the grant will not be automatically ef-
fective. The application to discontinue,
reduce or impair service, if filed by a
domestic, dominant carrier, shall be
automatically granted on the 60th day
after its filing with the Commission
without any Commission notification
to the applicant unless the Commission
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has notified the applicant that the
grant will not be automatically effec-
tive. For purposes of this section, an
application will be deemed filed on the
date the Commission releases public
notice of the filing.

[64 FR 39939, July 23, 1999]

§63.90 Publication and posting of no-
tices.

(a) Immediately upon the filing of an
application or informal request (except
a request under §63.71) for authority to
close or otherwise discontinue the op-
eration, or reduce the hours of service
at a telephone exchange (except an ex-
change located at a military establish-
ment), the applicant shall post a public
notice at least 51 cm by 61 cm (20
inches by 24 inches), with letter of
commensurate size, in a conspicuous
place in the exchange affected, and also
in the window of any such exchange
having window space fronting on a pub-
lic street at street level. Such notice
shall be posted at least 14 days and
shall contain the following informa-
tion, as may be applicable:

(1) Date of first posting of notice;

(2) Name of applicant;

(3) A statement that application has
been made to the Federal Communica-
tions Commission;

(4) Date when application was filed in
the Commission;

(5) A description of the discontinu-
ance, reduction, or impairment of serv-
ice for which authority is sought in-
cluding the address or other appro-
priate identification of the exchange or
station involved;

(6) If applicant proposes to reduce
hours of service, a description of
present and proposed hours of service;

(7) A complete description of the sub-
stitute service, if any, to be provided if
the application is granted.

(8) A statement that any member of
the public desiring to protest or sup-
port the application may communicate
in writing with the Federal Commu-
nications Commission, Washington, DC
20554, on or before a specified date
which shall be 20 days from the date of
first posting of the notice.

(b) Immediately upon the filing of an
application or informal request of the
nature described in paragraph (a) of
this section, the applicant shall also

§63.100

cause to be published a notice of not
less than 10 column centimeters (4 col-
umn inches) in size containing infor-
mation similar to that specified in
paragraph (a), at least once during
each of 2 consecutive weeks, in some
newspaper of general circulation in the
community or part of the community
affected.

(c) Immediately upon the filing of an
application or informal request or upon
the filing of a formal application to
close a public toll station (except a toll
station located at a military establish-
ment), applicant shall post a public no-
tice at least A3 (29.7 cm x 42.0 cm) or 11
in x 17 in (27.9 cm x 43.2 cm) in size as
provided in paragraph (a) of this sec-
tion or, in lieu thereof, applicant shall
cause to be published a newspaper no-
tice as provided in paragraph (b) of this
section.

(d) Immediately upon the filing of
any application or informal request for
authority to discontinue, reduce, or
impair service, or any notice of re-
sumption of service under §63.63(b), the
applicant shall give written notice of
the filing together with a copy of such
application to the State Commission
(as defined in section 3(t) of the Com-
munications Act of 1934, as amended) of
each State in which any discontinu-
ance, reduction or impairment is pro-
posed.

(e) When the posting, publication,
and notification as required in para-
graphs (a), (b), (c) and (d) of this sec-
tion have been completed, applicant
shall report such fact to the Commis-
sion, stating the name of the news-
paper in which publication was made,
the name of the Commissions notified,
and the dates of posting, publication,
and notification.

[45 FR 6585, Jan. 29, 1980, as amended at 45
FR 76169, Nov. 18, 1980; 58 FR 44907, Aug. 25,
1993; 60 FR 35510, July 10, 1995]

§63.100 Notification of service outage.

(a) As used in this section:

(1) Outage is defined as a significant
degradation in the ability of a cus-
tomer to establish and maintain a
channel of communications as a result
of failure or degradation in the per-
formance of a carrier’s network.
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